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Opening Hymn  
 579 Lift High the Cross 

Lift high the cross; the love of Christ proclaim 
Till all the world adore his sacred name. 

1 Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod, 
Our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. 
Lift high the cross; the love of Christ proclaim 
Till all the world adore his sacred name. [Refrain] 

2 Led on their way by this triumphant sign, 
The hosts of God in conqu'ring ranks combine. 
Lift high the cross; the love of Christ proclaim 
Till all the world adore his sacred name. [Refrain] 

3 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 
Praise to the Crucified for victory. 
Lift high the cross; the love of Christ proclaim 
Till all the world adore his sacred name. [Refrain] 

Invocation 

P: The Lord is gracious and righteous;  
C: our God is full of compassion. 
P: This morning we rejoice to worship our triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
Amen.  

The Forgiveness of Sins 

P Dear Friends in Christ!  Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to 
God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 



disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil 
and failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now 
and in eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 
Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord have mercy on me, a sinner. 

P God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

The Prayer for the Day 

P:Eternal God and Father, help us to remember Jesus, who obeyed your will and bore 
the cross for our salvation that through his anguish, pain, and death we may receive 
forgiveness of sins and inherit eternal life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
C Amen. 

our Lord speaks to us 

The Word from God's Prophet 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 - I will bring you back 
  

 The hand of the Lord was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the Lord and 
set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me back and forth among 
them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. 
3 He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” 

I said, “Sovereign Lord, you alone know.” 
4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear 

the word of the Lord! 5 This is what the Sovereign Lord says to these bones: I will make 
breath enter you, and you will come to life. 6 I will attach tendons to you and make flesh 
come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to 
life. Then you will know that I am the Lord.’ ” 

7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a 
noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. 8  I looked, and 
tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in 
them. 



9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, 
‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe 
into these slain, that they may live.’  ” 10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and 
breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a vast army. 

11 Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say, 
‘Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy 
and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: My people, I am going to open 
your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 
13 Then you, my people, will know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and bring 
you up from them. 14 I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in 
your own land. Then you will know that I the Lord have spoken, and I have done it, 
declares the Lord.’ ” 

 The New International Version. (2011). (Eze 37:1–14). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.

The Psalm—Psalm 116 

1 I love the Lord, for he heard my voice; 
he heard my cry for mercy. 

2 Because he turned his ear to me, 
I will call on him as long as I live. 

3 The cords of death entangled me, 
the anguish of the grave came over me; 
I was overcome by distress and sorrow. 

4 Then I called on the name of the Lord: 
“Lord, save me!” 

5 The Lord is gracious and righteous; 
our God is full of compassion. 

6 The Lord protects the unwary; 
when I was brought low, he saved me. 

7 Return to your rest, my soul, 
for the Lord has been good to you. 

8 For you, Lord, have delivered me from death, 
my eyes from tears, 
my feet from stumbling, 

9 that I may walk before the Lord 
in the land of the living. 

10 I trusted in the Lord when I said, 
“I am greatly afflicted”; 

11 in my alarm I said, 

https://ref.ly/logosres/niv2011?ref=BibleNIV.Eze37.1&off=26&ctx=lley+of+Dry+Bones%0a37~+The+hand+of+the+Lor


“Everyone is a liar.” 
12 What shall I return to the Lord 

for all his goodness to me? 
13 I will lift up the cup of salvation 

and call on the name of the Lord. 
14 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord 

in the presence of all his people. 
15 Precious in the sight of the Lord 

is the death of his faithful servants. 
16 Truly I am your servant, Lord; 

I serve you just as my mother did; 
you have freed me from my chains. 

17 I will sacrifice a thank offering to you 
and call on the name of the Lord. 

18 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord 
in the presence of all his people, 

19 in the courts of the house of the Lord— 
in your midst, Jerusalem. 

Praise the Lord. 

 The New International Version. (2011). (Ps 116:1–19). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.

The Word from God's Apostle 
Romans 8:11-19- You are HIs Sons and Daughters  

11 And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised 
Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who 
lives in you. 

12 Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to 
live according to it. 13 For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit 
you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live. 

14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15 The Spirit 
you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit 
you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, 
Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17 Now if 
we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we 
share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 

Present Suffering and Future Glory

https://ref.ly/logosres/niv2011?ref=BibleNIV.Ps116.1&off=0&ctx=Psalm+116%0a~1%C2%A0I+love+the+Lord%E2%80%A2%2c%EF%BB%BFh+for+he+h


18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that 
will be revealed in us. 19 For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of 
God to be revealed.

 The New International Version. (2011). (Ro 8:11–19). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.

The Word from God's Son 
   John 11:17-27, 38-44 - Jesus shows his Power over Death 

17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four 
days. 18 Now Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews had 
come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20 When Martha 
heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. 

21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died. 22 But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.” 

23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 
24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me 

will live, even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do 
you believe this?” 

27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who 
is to come into the world.” 

 The New International Version. (2011). (Jn 11:17–27). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.

38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid 
across the entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said. 

“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, 
for he has been there four days.” 

40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of 
God?” 

41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you 
that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit 
of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.” 

43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The 
dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around 
his face. 

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 

 The New International Version. (2011). (Jn 11:38–44). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.

Our Confession of Faith- The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
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maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Hymn of the Day  
 Built on the Rock 

1 Built on the Rock the Church shall stand 
Even when steeples are falling. 
Crumbled have spires in ev'ry land; 
Bells still are chiming and calling, 
Calling the young and old to rest, 
But above all the soul distressed, 
Longing for rest everlasting. 

2 Surely in temples made with hands 
God, the Most High, is not dwelling; 
High above earth his temple stands, 
All earthly temples excelling. 
Yet he who dwells in heav'n above 
Chooses to live with us in love, 
Making our bodies his temple. 

3 We are God's house of living stones, 
Built for his own habitation. 
He through baptismal grace us owns 
Heirs of his wondrous salvation. 
Were we but two his name to tell, 
Yet he would deign with us to dwell 
With all his grace and his favor. 
4 Here stands the font before our eyes, 



Telling how God did receive us. 
Th' altar recalls Christ's sacrifice 
And what the sacrament gives us. 
Here sound the Scriptures that proclaim 
Christ yesterday, today, the same, 
And evermore, our Redeemer. 

5 Grant then, O God, your will be done, 
That, when the church bells are ringing, 
Many in saving faith may come 
Where Christ his message is bringing: 
"I know my own; my own know me. 
You, not the world, my face shall see. 
My peace I leave with you always." 

The Sermon  
 Only He Knows    Ezekiel 37:1-14 

The Prayer from the Church 

P Lord God, Maker and Preserver of all, we praise and thank you for all you give us 
day after day.  We are not worthy of the mercies you show us. 

C May the word we have heard take root in our hearts and bear fruit in our lives, 
and may it encourage us to shine as lights in this sinful world. 

P Heavenly Father, protect us from every kind of danger: sudden catastrophe, terrors 
of crime, the pain of disease, and the perils of the devil. 

C Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are 
confused and give comfort to all who are old and infirm. 

P Bless our land, our people and those who hold offices of high trust.  Keep our 
government and schools upright and strong for the advancement of good citizenship 
and useful vocations, that we may enjoy your gifts of peace, security and well-being. 

C Grant your blessing to every nation on earth.  Where there are wars, let there 
be peace.  Where there is hatred, let it be healed.  Where there is poverty, 
danger and disaster, come with your almighty power to help and restore. 

P Protect those who travel by land, sea and air.  We pray especially that you keep our 
loved ones from whatever perils may threaten them. 

C Bless those who serve you at this place.  Give them a rich measure of 
patience, wisdom and love. 

P Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
(silent prayer) 

P We bring all these requests before you, dear Lord, and ask you to hear us, but 
above all we give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is 



pleasing in your sight. 
C Take what we have, gracious God, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, 

our possessions and offerings, and use them to your glory.  We ask this for 
Jesus’ sake. 

P In his name we are confident to pray. 

The Lord's Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Hymn Response  
 How Great Thou Art  

1 O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 
Consider all the works thy hand hath made, 
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 
Thy pow'r throughout the universe displayed. 

Refrain: 
Then sings my soul, my Savior-God, to thee, 
"How great thou art! How great thou art!" 
Then sings my soul, my Savior-God to thee, 
"How great thou art! How great thou art!” 

4 When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 
Then I shall bow in humble adoration 
And there proclaim: "My God, how great thou art!" [Refrain] 

Closing Prayer 
P Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning.  May we so 
hear them, read, learn and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted 
by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through 



Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 

The Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C Amen. 

The Closing Song  
 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 


