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we prepare to worship our Lord 
 

Opening Hymn  
234 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
 
1. Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul praise him, for he is your health and salvation! 
Let all who hear 
Now to his temple draw near, 
Joining in glad adoration! 
 
2. Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is wondrously reigning 
And, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining. 
Have you not seen 
All that is needful has been 
Sent by his gracious ordaining? 
 
3. Praise to the Lord, who has fearfully, wondrously, made you. 
Health has bestowed and, when heedlessly falling, has stayed you. 
What need or grief 
Ever has failed of relief? 
Wings of his mercy did shade you. 
 
4. Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you; 
Surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend you. 
Ponder anew 
What the Almighty can do 
As with his love he befriends you. 
 
5. Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore him! 
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him! 
Let the Amen 
Sound from his people again; 
Gladly forever adore him! 

 
Invocation 
 



 

 

P The Lord will keep you from all harm. 
C The Lord will watch over your life. 
P This morning we rejoice to worship our triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
C Amen.  
 

The Forgiveness of Sins 

 
P Dear Friends in Christ!  Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, 
I pray: Lord have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

P God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

The Prayer for the Day 

 
P O Lord Jesus Christ, preserve the congregation of believers with your never-failing 

mercy. Help us avoid whatever is wicked and harmful, and guide us in the way that 
leads to our salvation; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

 

C Amen. 

 

our Lord speaks to us 

 

The Word from God's Prophet 

 
Jeremiah 15.15-21 The Lord Promises Rescue 

LORD, you understand; 
    remember me and care for me. 
    Avenge me on my persecutors. 
You are long-suffering—do not take me away; 
    think of how I suffer reproach for your sake. 



 

 

When your words came, I ate them; 
    they were my joy and my heart’s delight, 
for I bear your name, 
    LORD God Almighty. 
I never sat in the company of revelers, 
    never made merry with them; 
I sat alone because your hand was on me 
    and you had filled me with indignation. 
Why is my pain unending 
    and my wound grievous and incurable? 
You are to me like a deceptive brook, 
    like a spring that fails. 
Therefore this is what the LORD says: 

“If you repent, I will restore you 
    that you may serve me; 
if you utter worthy, not worthless, words, 
    you will be my spokesman. 
Let this people turn to you, 
    but you must not turn to them. 
I will make you a wall to this people, 
    a fortified wall of bronze; 
they will fight against you 
    but will not overcome you, 
for I am with you 
    to rescue and save you,” 
declares the LORD. 
“I will save you from the hands of the wicked 
    and deliver you from the grasp of the cruel.” 

 

The Psalm—Psalm 121 
I lift up my eyes to the mountains— 
    where does my help come from? 
My help comes from the LORD, 
    the Maker of heaven and earth. 
He will not let your foot slip— 
    he who watches over you will not slumber; 
indeed, he who watches over Israel 
    will neither slumber nor sleep. 
The LORD watches over you— 
    the LORD is your shade at your right hand; 
the sun will not harm you by day, 
    nor the moon by night. 
the LORD will watch over your coming and going 
    both now and forevermore. 

 



 

 

The Word from God's Apostle 
Romans 12.1-8 Living Sacrifices to God 

Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper 
worship.  Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind.  Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will 
is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more 
highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in 
accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you.  For just as each of 
us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the 
same function, so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member 
belongs to all the others.  We have different gifts, according to the grace given to 
each of us.  If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your 
faith; if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage, 
then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it 
diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully. 

The Word from God's Son 
Matthew 16.21-26 Take Up Your Cross and Follow Jesus 

From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to 
Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests 
and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be 
raised to life. 

Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.  “Never, Lord!” he said. “This 
shall never happen to you!” 

Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan!  You are a stumbling 
block to me; you do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human 
concerns.” 

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me.  For whoever wants to save 
their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it.  What good will 
it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul?  Or what can 
anyone give in exchange for their soul? 

 

Our Confession of Faith - The Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 



 

 

maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

Hymn of the Day 

512 Let Children Hear the Mighty Deeds 
 
1. Let children hear the mighty deeds 
which God performed of old, 
which in our younger years we saw, 
and which our fathers told 
 
2. Make unto them his glories known, 
his works of pow’r and grace, 
and we’ll convey his wonders down 
through ev’ry rising race. 
 
3. Our lips shall tell them to our sons 
and they again to theirs 
that generations yet unborn 
may teach them to their heirs. 
 
4. Oh, teach them with all diligence 
the truths of God’s own Word, 
to place in him their confidence, 
to fear and trust their Lord. 
 
5. To learn that in our God alone 
their hope securely stands, 
that they may ne’er forget his works, 
but walk in his commands. 
 



 

 

The Sermon  

 Smartest in the Class 1 Kings 3 
 

we respond to our God 
 

The Response 
 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

And renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from your presence, 

And take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, 

And uphold me with your free Spirit.  Amen. 
 

The Prayer from the Church 

 
P Lord God, Maker and Preserver of all, we praise and thank you for all you give us day 

after day.  We are not worthy of the mercies you show us. 

C May the word we have heard take root in our hearts and bear fruit in our lives, 
and may it encourage us to shine as lights in this sinful world. 

P Heavenly Father, protect us from every kind of danger: sudden catastrophe, terrors 
of crime, the pain of disease, and the perils of the devil. 

C Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are confused 
and give comfort to all who are old and infirm. 

P Bless our land, our people and those who hold offices of high trust.  Keep our 
government and schools upright and strong for the advancement of good citizenship 
and useful vocations, that we may enjoy your gifts of peace, security and well-being. 

C Grant your blessing to every nation on earth.  Where there are wars, let there be 
peace.  Where there is hatred, let it be healed.  Where there is poverty, danger 
and disaster, come with your almighty power to help and restore. 

P Protect those who travel by land, sea and air.  We pray especially that you keep our 
loved ones from whatever perils may threaten them. 

C Bless those who serve you at this place.  Give them a rich measure of patience, 
wisdom and love. 

P Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

(silent prayer) 

P We bring all these requests before you, dear Lord, and ask you to hear us, but above 
all we give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in your 
sight. 

C Take what we have, gracious God, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, 
our possessions and offerings, and use them to your glory.  We ask this for 
Jesus’ sake. 

P In his name we are confident to pray. 



 

 

 

The Lord's Prayer 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The Hymn Response 

Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God 
Text: Matt and Karen Lafferty. Music: Karen Lafferty. 
Text and music: © 1972 Maranatha! Music, admin. The Copyright Co. 

sung by Kurt Sedlmeir 
 

our Lord sends us into the world 
 

Closing Prayer 

P Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning.  May we so 
hear them, read, learn and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted 
by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 

The Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

The Closing Song 
369 Beautiful Savior 
 
1. Beautiful Savior, King of creation, 
Son of God and Son of Man! 
Truly I’d love thee, 
Truly I’d serve thee, 
Light of my soul, my Joy, my Crown. 
 



 

 

2. Fair are the meadows, fair are the woodlands, 
Robed in flow’rs of blooming spring; 
Jesus is fairer, 
Jesus is purer; 
He makes our sorr’wing spirit sing. 
 
3. Fair is the sunshine, fair is the moonlight, 
Bright the sparkling stars on high; 
Jesus shines brighter, 
Jesus shines purer, 
Than all the angels in the sky. 
 
4. Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, 
Son of God and Son of Man! 
Glory and honor, 
Praise, adoration 
Now and forevermore be thine! 
 

 


