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The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
August 8, 2021 

Greeting and Welcome 

Welcome to Green Valley Evangelical Lutheran Church.  We are pleased you could join us.  Due to the current health crisis, we 
ask that enter through the lobby doors and that you exit through the fellowship hall.  The nursery and second floor are closed.  
Please use the paper cups at the water fountains. 

Today’s Worship Service-Isaiah pictures the coming of the Gospel as God making the desert bloom and making the mute speak.   
Those  open to the Gospel hear the Word and put it into practice.  Jesus makes Isaiah’s figurative language literal as he makes a 
deaf man speak clearly.  May the Lord always make us open to his Word!  We install our Sunday School today in our early service. 
  

Thanks today to Brenda Ginnow on organ. 
Flowers today were presented by Audrey Vance with thanks for the 27th anniversary of Samantha Vescoe’s baptism. 
  

Our celebration of the Lord’s Supper is reserved for those who have been confirmed in or received as adult members of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church.  If you haven’t taken the Lord’s Supper with us before, please speak with the pastor before the 
service. 

The Service of Word and Sacrament 
we prepare to worship our Lord 

Opening Song Blessed Jesus, at Your Word (221) 
  
P Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob. 
C Blessed is he whose hope is in the LORD his God. 
P Today we rejoice to worship our Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

Confession of Sins 
P God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts.  Therefore, let us acknowledge 

our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 
C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words 

and actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now 
and in eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior, Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy 
on me, a sinner. 

P God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ, and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

  

 



Prayer and Praise 
P For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to stand firm against the assaults 

of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 
C Christ, have mercy. 
P For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, 

O Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your tender care. 
C Amen. 
  

Prayer of the Day 
P Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and because it cannot continue in safety without your 

help, protect and govern it always by your goodness; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
our Lord speaks to us 

The Word from God's Prophet  
Isaiah 35.4-7 Be Strong—Do Not Fear—Your Lord will Come 

The Word from God's Apostle 

James 1.17-27 Do What the Word Says 

The Word from God's Son 

Mark 7.31-37 Be Opened! 

The Song of the Day Spread, Oh, Spread the Mighty Word (576) 

The Sermon Be Opened! Mark 7.31-37 

Blessing (Congregation is asked to rise for the blessing at the end of the sermon.) 

we respond to our God 

Our Confession of Faith The Nicene  Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of his Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.   
Through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary  
and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.   
He suffered and was buried. 
And the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures 
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
And he will come again with glory  
to judge both the living and the dead, 
whose kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, 
who spoke through the prophets. 
And we believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 



we acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
and we look for the resurrection of the dead  
and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

The Installation of the Sunday School Staff (9) 
Director: Jaimee Carman 
Early Childhood (3s and 4s) 

Nicole Birnbaum/Trista Hill 
Cindy Olson/Heather Witte 

K-1 

Karen Pieper 
Shawn Nielsen 

Grades 2-3 

Jaimee Carman 
Amber Johnson 

The Lord's Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Jesus offers us his body and blood for forgiveness 

The Lord's Supper 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
P Praise to God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In love he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing.  Now have come 

the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ.  To him who sits on the throne 
and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever. 

C Amen. 

The Words of Institution 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it 

to his disciples, saying "Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me." 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me." 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

  



Lamb of God  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Reception of the Lord’s Supper 

our Lord sends us into his world 

Thank the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes 
which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and 
blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. 

C Amen. 

The Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C Amen. 



The Closing Song Lord Jesus Christ, the Children’s Friend (513) 
 

This Week at Green Valley Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Today! 
10:30 am-Sunday School/Teen Bible Class 

Monday! 
6:30 am–6 pm-GV Lutheran School (M-F) 

9:15 am-Chapel (M-F) 

7:30 pm-Worship with the Lord’s Supper 

Tuesday! 
9 am-4 pm-Secretary (T-R) 

9 am-Sewing Circle 

6 pm-Church Council 

7 pm-Religious Orientation 

Wednesday! 
10:30 am and 7 pm-Adult Bible Study, “The Other People of the Bible” 

1:15 pm-GVLS Staff Meeting 

Thursday! 
2:45 pm-Catechism 

Saturday! 
8:30 am-Catechism 

Next Sunday! 
9 and 10:30 am- Worship 
10:30 am-Sunday School/Teen Bible Class 

 

Sunday School today is “A Mighty Wonder.”  The children learn about Creation. 

Parents, please drop your children off and pick them up at their classrooms.  Everyone can catch up outside. 

Teen Bible Class today is “In the Beginning.”  Our high school students focus in on God’s creative wisdom and engage in theistic 
and evolutionary arguments against the creation account.  Don’t know about punctuated equilibrium?  Ask a teen after class! 

Passing 
Brian Gaskill passed away last Sunday.  We pray for Peggy and those he leaves behind.  A memorial service is planned for 
Saturday, September 18 at 1 pm. 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
  

Old Testament: Isaiah 35.4-7 
  

Say to those with fearful hearts, 
“Be strong, do not fear; 

your God will come, 
he will come with vengeance; 

with divine retribution 
he will come to save you.” 

Then will the eyes of the blind be opened 
and the ears of the deaf unstopped. 

Then will the lame leap like a deer, 
and the mute tongue shout for joy. 

Water will gush forth in the wilderness 
and streams in the desert. 

The burning sand will become a pool, 
the thirsty ground bubbling springs. 

  



Epistle: James 1.17-27 
  

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like 
shifting shadows.  He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created. 

My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, for man’s 
anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires.  Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent 
and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you. 

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.  Anyone who listens to the word but does not do 
what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what 
he looks like.  But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that  

  

  

  

  

gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it—he will be blessed in what he does. 

If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight rein on his tongue, he deceives himself and his religion is 
worthless.  Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress 
and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world. 

  

Gospel: Mark 7.31-37 
  

Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through Sidon, down to the Sea of Galilee and into the region of the Decapolis.  
There some people brought to him a man who was deaf and could hardly talk, and they begged him to place his hand on the 
man. 

After he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers into the man’s ears.  Then he spit and touched the man’s 
tongue.  He looked up to heaven and with a deep sigh said to him, “Ephphatha!” (which means, “Be opened!”).  At this, the man’s 
ears were opened, his tongue was loosened and he began to speak plainly. 

Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone. But the more he did so, the more they kept talking about it.  People were 
overwhelmed with amazement.  “He has done everything well,” they said.  “He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.” 

  

  

Scripture quotations taken from The Holy Bible, New International Version ® 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 

  

 


