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Green Valley Evangelical Lutheran Church  

April 18, 2021 
Third Sunday of Easter 
Common Service 
 
video edited by Ty Lehr 
 

we prepare to worship our Lord 
 

Opening Hymn  
156 Awake, My Heart with Gladness 
 
1. Awake, my heart, with gladness! 
See what today is done; 
Now, after gloom and sadness, 
Comes forth the glorious sun. 
My Savior there was laid 
Where our bed must be made 
When to the realms of light 
Our spirit wings its flight. 
 
2. The foe in triumph shouted 
When Christ lay in the tomb. 
But lo, he now is routed; 
His boast is turned to gloom. 
For Christ again is free; 
In glorious victory 
He who is strong to save 
Has triumphed o’er the grave. 
 
3. This is a sight that gladdens— 
What peace it does impart! 
Now nothing ever saddens 
The joy within my heart. 
No gloom shall ever shake, 
No foe shall ever take 
The hope which God’s own Son 
In love for me has won. 
 
4. Now I will cling forever 
To Christ, my Savior true; 
My Lord will leave me never, 
Whate’er he passes through. 
He rends death’s iron chain; 
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He breaks through sin and pain. 
He shatters hell’s dark thrall; 
I follow him through all. 
 
5. He brings me to the portal 
That leads to bliss untold, 
Whereon this rhyme immortal 
Is found in script of gold: 
“Who there my cross has shared 
Finds here a crown prepared; 
Who there with me has died 
Shall here be glorified.” 
 

Invocation 
 
P You are my God, and I will praise you. 
C You are my God, and I will exalt you. 
P This morning we rejoice to worship our triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
C Amen.  
 

The Forgiveness of Sins 

 
P Dear Friends in Christ!  Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, 
I pray: Lord have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

P God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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The Prayer for the Day 

 
P O God, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world from the despair 

of death. By his resurrection to life, grant your faithful people gladness of heart and 
the hope of eternal joys; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C Amen. 

our Lord speaks to us 

 

The Word from God's Prophet 
Acts 4.8-12 Salvation Only in the Name of the Risen Christ 

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the 
people!  If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a 
cripple and are asked how he was healed, then know this, you and all the people 
of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but 
whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed.  He is 

‘the stone you builders rejected, 
which has become the capstone.’ 

Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 
to men by which we must be saved.” 

 

The Psalm—Psalm 118 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 
    his love endures forever. 

Let Israel say: 
    “His love endures forever.” 
Let the house of Aaron say: 
    “His love endures forever.” 
Let those who fear the LORD say: 
    “His love endures forever.” 

When hard pressed, I cried to the LORD; 
    he brought me into a spacious place. 
The LORD is with me; I will not be afraid. 
    What can mere mortals do to me? 
The LORD is with me; he is my helper. 
    I look in triumph on my enemies. 

It is better to take refuge in the LORD 
    than to trust in humans. 
It is better to take refuge in the LORD 
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    than to trust in princes. 
All the nations surrounded me, 
    but in the name of the LORD I cut them down. 
They surrounded me on every side, 
    but in the name of the LORD I cut them down. 
 They swarmed around me like bees, 
    but they were consumed as quickly as burning thorns; 
    in the name of the LORD I cut them down. 

I was pushed back and about to fall, 
    but the LORD helped me. 
The LORD is my strength and my defense; 
    he has become my salvation. 

Shouts of joy and victory 
    resound in the tents of the righteous: 
“The LORD’s right hand has done mighty things! 
    The LORD’s right hand is lifted high; 
    the LORD’s right hand has done mighty things!” 
I will not die but live, 
    and will proclaim what the LORD has done. 
The LORD has chastened me severely, 
    but he has not given me over to death. 
Open for me the gates of the righteous; 
    I will enter and give thanks to the LORD. 
This is the gate of the LORD 
    through which the righteous may enter. 
I will give you thanks, for you answered me; 
    you have become my salvation. 

The stone the builders rejected 
    has become the cornerstone; 
the LORD has done this, 
    and it is marvelous in our eyes. 
The LORD has done it this very day; 
    let us rejoice today and be glad. 
LORD, save us! 
    LORD, grant us success! 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD. 
    From the house of the LORD we bless you. 
The LORD is God, 
    and he has made his light shine on us. 
With boughs in hand, join in the festal procession 
    up to the horns of the altar. 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 
    his love endures forever. 
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The Word from God's Apostle 
1 John 1.2-2.2 We Proclaim the Word of Life 

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen 
with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we 
proclaim concerning the Word of life.  The life appeared; we have seen it and 
testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and 
has appeared to us.  We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that 
you also may have fellowship with us.  And our fellowship is with the Father and 
with his Son, Jesus Christ.  We write this to make our joy complete. 

This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in 
him there is no darkness at all.  If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in 
the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth.  But if we walk in the light, as he 
is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his 
Son, purifies us from all sin. 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If 
we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify 
us from all unrighteousness.  If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to 
be a liar and his word has no place in our lives. 

My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin.  But if anybody does 
sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the 
Righteous One.  He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but 
also for the sins of the whole world. 
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The Word from God's Son 
Luke 24.36-49 Jesus Appears to His Disciples 

While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said 
to them, “Peace be with you.” 

They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost.  He said to them, 
“Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds?  Look at my hands 
and my feet.  It is I myself!  Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and 
bones, as you see I have.” 

When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet.  And while they still 
did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have 
anything here to eat?”  They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and 
ate it in their presence.  He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still 
with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of 
Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 

Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures.  He told 
them, “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the 
third day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to 
all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  You are witnesses of these things.  I am 
going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you 
have been clothed with power from on high.” 

 

Our Confession of Faith - The Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Hymn of the Day 

158 I Am Content!  My Jesus Lives Again 
 
1. I am content!  My Jesus lives again, 
In whom my heart is pleased. 
He has fulfilled the law of God for me; 
God’s wrath he has appeased. 
Since he in death could perish never, 
I also shall not die forever. 
I am content! 
I am content! 
 
2. I am content!  My Jesus is my head; 
His member I will be. 
He bowed his head when on the cross he died 
With cries of agony. 
Now death is brought into subjection 
For me, too, by his resurrection. 
I am content! 
I am content! 
 
3. I am content!  My Jesus is my light, 
My radiant sun of grace. 
His cheering rays beam blessings forth for all: 
Sweet comfort, hope, and peace. 
This Easter sun has brought salvation 
And everlasting exultation. 
I am content! 
I am content! 
 
4. I am content!  Lord, set me ever free 
And wake me from the dead 
That I may rise forevermore to be 
With you, my living head. 
The chains that hold my body, sever; 
Then shall my soul rejoice forever. 
I am content! 
I am content! 

 

The Sermon  

 Look at the Stars Genesis 15.1-6 
 

we respond to our God 
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The Response 
 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

And renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from your presence, 

And take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, 

And uphold me with your free Spirit.  Amen. 
 

The Prayer from the Church 

 
P Lord God, Maker and Preserver of all, we praise and thank you for all you give us day 

after day.  We are not worthy of the mercies you show us. 

C May the word we have heard take root in our hearts and bear fruit in our lives, 
and may it encourage us to shine as lights in this sinful world. 

P Heavenly Father, protect us from every kind of danger: sudden catastrophe, terrors 
of crime, the pain of disease, and the perils of the devil. 

C Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are confused 
and give comfort to all who are old and infirm. 

P Bless our land, our people and those who hold offices of high trust.  Keep our 
government and schools upright and strong for the advancement of good citizenship 
and useful vocations, that we may enjoy your gifts of peace, security and well-being. 

C Grant your blessing to every nation on earth.  Where there are wars, let there be 
peace.  Where there is hatred, let it be healed.  Where there is poverty, danger 
and disaster, come with your almighty power to help and restore. 

P Protect those who travel by land, sea and air.  We pray especially that you keep our 
loved ones from whatever perils may threaten them. 

C Bless those who serve you at this place.  Give them a rich measure of patience, 
wisdom and love. 

P Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

(silent prayer) 

P We bring all these requests before you, dear Lord, and ask you to hear us, but above 
all we give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in your 
sight. 

C Take what we have, gracious God, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, 
our possessions and offerings, and use them to your glory.  We ask this for 
Jesus’ sake. 

P In his name we are confident to pray. 
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The Lord's Prayer 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The Hymn Response  

404 Faith Is a Living Power from Heaven 
 
1. Faith is a living pow’r from heav’n 
That grasps the promise God has giv’n, 
A trust that cannot be o’erthrown, 
Fixed heartily on Christ alone. 
 
2. Faith finds in Christ whate’er we need 
To save or strengthen us indeed, 
Receiving grace from heaven’s throne 
And humbly sharing cross and crown. 
 
3. Faith in the Savior brings us peace 
And bids the mourner’s weeping cease; 
By faith the children’s place we claim 
And give all honor to one name. 
 
4. We thank you, then, O God of heav’n, 
That you to us this faith have giv’n 
Through mighty Word and sacrament 
To trust the one whom you have sent. 
 
5. As you have promised, grant each soul 
Its holy faith’s true end and goal: 
The blessedness no foes destroy, 
Eternal love and light and joy. 
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our Lord sends us into the world 
 

Closing Prayer 

P Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning.  May we so 
hear them, read, learn and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted 
by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 

The Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

The Closing Song 
588 Abide with Me 
 
1. Abide with me; fast falls the eventide. 
The darkness deepens; Lord with me abide. 
When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 
Help of the helpless, oh, abide with me! 
 
2. Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; 
Earth’s joys grow dim; its glories pass away. 
Change and decay in all around I see; 
O thou who changest not, abide with me! 
 
3. Come not in terrors, as the King of kings, 
But kind and good, with healing in thy wings, 
Tears for all woes, a heart for eve’ry plea; 
Come, Friend of sinners, thus abide with me. 
 
4. Thou on my head in early youth didst smile, 
And though rebellious and perverse meanwhile, 
Thou hast not left me oft as I left thee. 
On to the close, O Lord, aide with me. 
 
5. I need thy presence ev’ry passing hour. 
What but thy grace can foil the tempter’s pow’r? 
Who like thyself my guide and stay can be? 
Through cloud and sunshine, oh, abide with me! 
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6. I fear no foe with thee at hand to bless; 
Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness. 
Where is death’s sting?  Where, grave, thy victory? 
I triumph still if thou abide with me. 
 
7. Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes; 
Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies. 
Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me! 

 


