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A Thoroughly Modern 
Congregation:             
1st Corinthians 

Answers from the 1st Century Church to 21st Century Christians, Lesson 7 

Agape 

Greeks had a word for everything.  A generic man was anthropos.  An XY man was aner. 
There were three words for love.  Erao was an erotic, maddening love which drove people wild.  
Phileo was a considered love, a reciprocal love, the love between friends.  Those were the two most 
used words for love.  There was another word, a word the Greeks disliked.  Agapao was sucker’s love, 
a love that showed mercy when none was deserved, a love that took your foot off your enemy’s 
throat so he would fight you another day.  It was moral folly.  It became the word Christians used to 
describe God’s love for us and our love for one another.  It is at the heart of all social constructs 
influenced by the teachings of Jesus Christ to this day. 

Procedure 
It would be good for the participants to read the verses in 1st Corinthians ahead of time.  Selected verses 

will be read during the course of the class, but not the entire section. 

Be prepared to answer the discussion questions.  Give them some thought. 

Answers so far! 

Divisions based on Leaders? 

 We follow Christ! 
Access to God through Wisdom or Power? 

 The Cross is God’s wisdom and power! 
Role of the Holy Spirit? 

 Reveals the Gospel. 
Nature of Leadership in the Church? 

 Leaders serve the believers. 
The special role of the pastor. 

 He brings us God’s Word 
The purpose of discipline 

 Turn souls from sin. 
I demand my rights. 

 Better to be wronged 

The sexual revolution 

 Your body belongs to Christ 
Should I get married? 

 If you need to 
Can I eat meat? 

 Yes, but be a good example 
He’s just the pastor 

 Hold him in esteem for his work 
Can I eat meat anywhere? 

 Don’t hang out in temples to idols 
How should worship be conducted? 

 Follow common sense and the Bible 
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We Can Get Along without You 12 

Paul starts out this section with another reference to the false idols.  They were mute.  They never did 

anything in this world.  The Holy Spirit is much different!  How does this difference show in the life of 

every Christian?  How did this especially show in Corinth (go back to 1 Corinthians 1.7)?  What if you 

don’t want to work for the common good? 

 

 

 

 

 

So, if everybody has spiritual gifts, what is the relative importance or unimportance of each of these 

gifts?  How does Paul answer that question with a reference to the source of these spiritual gifts and the 

comparison to the body? 

 

 

 

 

 

An old-timer grumbled.  “We never get any recognition.  Why don’t we have a party just for the 

founding members?”  The pastor replied, “Because you don’t need it.”  What might the “weaker” parts 

of the body be in a modern congregation that are really indispensable and receive special treatment?  Is 

this favoritism and how does that influence where the pastor spends his time? 

 

 

 

 

The Most Excellent Way 

No matter what your gifts are—and they can be considerable!—why is love the most excellent way? 
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You could do worse than to memorize 1 Corinthians 13.4-7.  Why are these verses perfect for a 

wedding?  Why are these verses terrible for a wedding?  Let’s walk through the interpersonal problems 

the Corinthians were facing—how would love solve them? 

Divisions based on Leaders? 

Nature of Leadership in the Church? 

The special role of the pastor. 

The purpose of discipline 

I demand my rights. 

The sexual revolution 

Should I get married? 

Can I eat meat? 

He’s just the pastor 

Can I eat meat anywhere? 

How should worship be conducted? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the time Paul is talking about in verses 8-12?  Does this give us any new information to go on? 

 

 

Did Jesus Talk About This? 

To my mind I can’t remember Jesus specifically talking about the “body of Christ” or love as the most 

excellent way, but I am willing to be proven wrong.  I can think of some examples of events in his life 

that would bring Paul to these interpretations. 

Body of Christ-- 

Love the most excellent way— 

 


