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The Christ Foretold 
Old Testament Prophecies Fulfilled in the Life of Christ, Lesson 2 

The Real Deal 

A central problem in the Old Testament was determining whether a prophet really was a prophet.  Had 

God spoken through him?  False prophets sprang up like weeds. 

 

“I have heard what the prophets say who prophesy in my name.  They say, “I had a 

dream!  I had a dream!’  How long will this continue in the hearts of these lying 

prophets, who prophesy the delusions of their own minds?  They think the dreams 

they tell one another will make my people forget my name, just as their fathers 

forgot my name through Baal worship.  Let the prophet who has a dream tell his 

dream, but let the one who has my word speak it faithfully.  For what has straw to do 

with grain?’ declares the Lord.  “Is not my word like fire,” declares the Lord, “and like 

a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?” 

Jeremiah 23.25-29 

Hananiah prophesied, “This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: ‘I will 

break the yoke of the king of Babylon.  Within two years I will bring back to this place 

all the articles of the Lord’s house.” 

Then the prophet Jeremiah replied, “From early times the prophets who preceded you 

and me have prophesied war, disaster and plague against many countries and great 

kingdoms.  But the prophet who prophesies peace will be recognized as one truly sent 

by the Lord only if his prediction comes true.” 

Jeremiah 28.2-3, 8-9 

What is one sign that a prophet is really from God? 

 

At the start of this prophecy business, God laid out further tests for a prophet.  But before we get to 

those, what would convince you a self-proclaimed prophet was a prophet sent from God? 
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Read Deuteronomy 13.1-5 

What are two other signs of a prophet that Moses gives the people? 

 

 

Let’s list the three signs of a true prophet. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

How had Moses shown he was a true prophet of God? 

 

Why was it fitting now that Moses gives this information for the people regarding knowing when they 

had the Real Deal? 

 

 

 

This could be a real problem if the prophets only spoke of the distant future.  The people of their day 

would not know if they were speaking from God or out of their own imagination!  Why would that not 

be a problem for New Testament believers? 

 

 

 

Remember, reliable scholars surmise the Old Testament, as we have it, seems to have been written, first 

of all, as it unfolded.  Moses wrote the first five books of the Bible around 1450 B.C.  Isaiah gathered 

together his prophecies around 720 B.C.  But these sacred books were probably compiled in three 

separate generations, Moses (Wilderness Wandering), David and Solomon (the United Monarchy) and 

the Ezra (the Return).  Why would the same short-term problem not be a problem for many Old 

Testament believers? 

 

 

 

As long as the prophet didn’t….. 
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While writing this I came across this newsfeed: 

Pat Robertson predicts Trump re-election will usher in apocalypse 

“Televangelist Pat Robertson predicted President Donald Trump would win re-election, and that 

would usher in the long-promised End Times.  Robertson has been predicting the apocalypse 

since at least 1976, when he forecast the world would end in October or November 1982, and in 

1990 the Southern Baptist minister warned the world would be destroyed April 29, 2007—which, 

of course, has proved to be inaccurate.” Travis Getty, 10/20/20 

Your reaction? 

 

This Isn’t the Express to Bethlehem 

Let’s look at some prophecies that would give almost immediate credence to the prophet. 

The Set-Up 

Wicked King Ahab of Israel has cajoled Jehoshaphat, the King of Judah, to join him in fighting the 

Arameans at Ramoth-Gilead.  Jehoshaphat wants some prophet to tell them what the outcome will be.  

Four hundred of Ahab’s prophets of Baal (the devil counterfeits the Lord at every possible turn) predict 

victory.  Jehoshaphat wants to know if there isn’t a prophet of the Lord around. 

The king of Israel answered Jehoshaphat, ‘There is still one man through whom we 

can inquire of the Lord, but I hate him because he never prophesies anything good 

about me, but always bad.  He is Micaiah son of Imlah.” 

1 Kings 22.8 

They bring Micaiah (carefully coached) to the kings.  Micaiah predicts victory.  Ahab objects. 

The king said to him, “How many times must I make you swear to tell me nothing but 

the truth in the name of the Lord?”  Then Micaiah answered, “I saw all Israel 

scattered on the hills like sheep without a shepherd, and the Lord said, ‘These people 

have no master.  Let each one go home in peace.’  The king of Israel said to 

Jehoshaphat.  “Didn’t I tell you that he never prophesies anything good about me, but 

only bad?’” 

2 Kings 22.17-18 

It turns out the Lord told Micaiah to predict success for Ahab so Ahab would demand the truth.  The 

Lord had also permitted a lying spirit to speak through all the prophets of Baal to lure Ahab to his death 

at Ramoth-Gilead.  This scene of the story ends with this exchange. 

The king of Israel then ordered, “Put this fellow in prison and give him nothing but 

bread and water until I return safely.”  Micaiah declared, “If you ever return safely, 

the Lord has not spoken through me.”  Then he added, “Mark my words, all you 

people!” 

2 Kings 26-28 



4 
 

Guess what happened at Ramoth-Gilead? 

 

 

 

 

(even though Ahab had put away his royal  robes and disguised himself as an ordinary charioteer!) 

But not all prophecies were so earth-shaking. 

The Set-Up 

Saul’s father had lost some donkeys and sent his son and a servant out to look for them.  The servant 

says he has a buck’s worth of silver so they should go to the man of God (Samuel) to find out where the 

donkeys are.  When they catch up to the prophet, 

“I am the seer,” Samuel replied.  “Go up ahead of me to the high place, for today you 

are to eat with me, and in the morning I will let you go and will tell you all that is in 

your heart.  As for the donkeys you lost three days ago, do not worry about them; 

they have been found.  And to whom is all the desire of Israel turned, if not to you and 

all your father’s family?” 

1 Samuel 9.19-20 

This prophecy is not about donkeys at all, but about Saul! 

Why would all Israel care about Saul? 

 

 

So why would this small prophecy be one that found its way into the Bible? 

 

 

 

Sometimes God would speak through his priest and the ephod, 
with its two prophetic stones, the Urim and Thummim.  Evidently 
they could give a “Yes” or “No” answer. 

David inquired of the Lord, saying, “Shall I go 
and attack these Philistines?”  The Lord 
answered him, “Go, attack the Philistines and 
save Keilah.”  (Now Abiathar son of Ahimelech 
had brought the ephod down with him when 
he fled to David at Keilah.) 

1 Samuel 23. 2, 6 
And guess what happened? 
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But David was a skilled warrior and he had a battle-hardened band with nothing to lose.  Maybe 

Abiathar’s prophecy was nothing more than an educated guess! 

Some of the prophecies went way beyond educated guesses. 

The Set-Up 

A powerful alliance of Moab, Ammon and Edom had come from the southern desert to attack Judah.  

Jehoshaphat (because of his mauling at Ramoth-Gilead) was greatly weakened, almost inviting invasion. 

Then the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jahaziel [a Levite].  “Listen, King Jehosphaphat 

and all who live in Judah and Jerusalem!  This is what the Lord says to you: Tomorrow 

march down against them.  They will be climbing up by the pass of Ziz, and you will 

find them at the end of the gorge in the Desert of Jeruel.  You will not have to fight 

this battle.  Take up your positions; stand firm and see the deliverance the Lord will 

give you.” 

2 Chronicles 20.14-17 

You will never guess how this prophecy worked out, but give it a try. 

 

 

And finally, there were some real whoppers! 

Babylon, the jewel of kingdoms, the glory of the Babylonians pride, will be 

overthrown by God like Sodom and Gomorrah.  She will never be inhabited or lived in 

through all generations.  Desert creatures will lie there, jackals will fill her houses; 

there the owls will dwell, and there the wild goats will leap about. 

Isaiah 13.19-21 

Isaiah spoke these words no later than 722 B.C.  The Assyrian Empire was in power.  Babylon would not 

become a world power until 629 B.C. and would hold sway until 539 B.C. 

The men of Ammon and Moab rose up against the men from Mount Seir [Edom] to destroy and annihilate 

them.  After they finished slaughtering the men from Seir, they helped to destroy one another.  When the men 

of Judah came to the place that overlooks the desert and looked toward the vast army, they saw only dead 

bodies lying on the ground; no one had escaped.  So Jehoshaphat and his men went to carry off their plunder 

and they found among them a great amount of equipment and clothing and also articles of value—more than 

they could take away.  There was so much plunder that it took three days to collect it. 

2 Chronicles 20.23-25 
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Here’s Babylon today. 
Could you make a modern day 
comparison, with the United 
States being Babylon? 
 
 

 
 

But it gets better!  Let’s see who is going to topple Babylon, what the results will be and when! 

See, I will stir up against them the Medes, who do not care for silver and have no 

delight in gold. 

Isaiah 3.17 

This is what the Lord says to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I take hold of to 

subdue nations before him and to strip kings of their armor.  “He is my shepherd and I 

will accomplish all that I please; he will say of Jerusalem, ‘Let it be rebuilt.’ And of the 

temple, ‘Let its foundations be laid.’” 

Isaiah 44.28-45.1 

This is what the Lord says: “When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will 

come to you and fulfill my gracious promise to bring you back to this place.” 

Jeremiah 29.10 

What nation, what ruler and when? (Oh, Jerusalem fell in 586 B.C.) 

 

 

Did people really know this? 

In the first year of Darius son of Xerxes (a Mede by descent) who was made ruler over 

the Babylonian kingdom—in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, understood from 

Scriptures , according to the word of the Lord given to Jeremiah the prophet, that the 

desolation of Jerusalem would last seventy years.  So I turned to the Lord God and 

pleaded with him in prayer and petition. 

Daniel 9.1-3 
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Can you think of some prophecies of Jesus that might fit this category? 

 

 

Explain how this gives you confidence in the Scriptures. 

 

 

Did you need this lesson to have that confidence?  Why or why not? 

 


