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Prelude 

Familiar with the ZOOM features?  Discovered anything new? 

Now let’s take a moment to introduce ourselves.  Any newcomers? 

Was there anything about ZOOM you found irritating?  Anything you found great? 

Any key ideas you remember from last week? 

Introduction 

Karma. 

For the past 60 years Hinduism has been seeping into Western culture (and it’s not because of 

immigrants).  In the 1960’s along with sex and drugs and rock n roll came the Maharishi, an 

enterprising yogi from India intent on bringing the tenets of Hinduism to America.  

Transcendental meditation, vegetarianism, karma and reincarnation all found their way into of 

many American minds.  For most, far from idolatry, it was but a shallow dip in the pond, like 

today’s Color Runs (derived from the festival dedicated to Holi). 

Karma stuck.  It was your lot, your destiny that followed you into your reincarnated next life.  If 

you had bad karma, you would be lower down on the ladder, maybe even turning into an 

animal or vegetable!  Good karma placed you high up the ladder.  If you led such a holy life, you 

would attain Nirvana, basically the merging of your soul with the universal spirit.  You would no 

longer have to undergo reincarnation! 

Death is simply the destruction of the body as the soul goes on to do better next time around. 
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Discuss 

 

Hindu ideas seemed to have infiltrated Western thought much earlier than the 1960’s.  It may 

even be present in popular thought of Jesus’ day. 

Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind? 
John 9.2 

If you look at life in terms of karma, what are the double causes of misfortune in a person’s life? 

 

 

What is “salvation” dependent on and why would it be immoral to lessen the suffering of 

someone in this system of thought? 

 

 

Is there a kernel of truth in karma when we look at the social and medical sciences? 

 

Why would this be a very appealing approach to social and public health problems? 

 

 

Why would this also be a very appealing approach to a moral life? 

 

 

Selling insurance is a bear and sociologists can explain why.  The customer envisions two selves, 

his present self and his future self.  His present self is young and healthy.  He does not need life 

insurance.  But his future self will be older and may kick the bucket.  He needs some financial 

security which life insurance can provide.  Trouble is, the customer feels more attachment to 

his present self (with whom he is more familiar with), so he tends not to sacrifice for his future 

self.  Keeping this in mind, why would karma be a very appealing approach to living an immoral 

life? 
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Key Thought:  

 

_______________ gives everyone a ___________ chance. 

Presentation 

 

The Bible is very clear about reincarnation. 

Man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment. 
Hebrews 9.27 

Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life. 
Matthew 25.46 

Seek the Lord while he may be found; 
call on him while he is near. 

Isaiah 55.6 

Today, if you hear his voice, 
do not harden your hearts. 

Hebrews 3.7-8 

Read the Parable of the Rich Fool, Luke 12.13-21 

What happens to a person after they die? 

 

 

How long is heaven (and hell)?  How does that one word preclude reincarnation? 

 

 

When can the Lord be found and how does the Parable of the Rich Fool illustrate that? 
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If there was such a thing as reincarnation, what would God have to have said to the Rich Fool? 

 

 

How does Jesus’ Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus also play into this argument? 

 

 

Key Thought:  

 

This life is the ____________ chance we have to ________ the Lord. 

In the Rear View Mirror 

 

In the City of God, Saint Augustine treated the issue of reincarnation.  Souls purged in the 

afterlife of all the stains and damage their stay in the body had done to them, thirsted to return 

to this world.  If they were such perfect souls, Augustine pondered, why would they want to 

return to a world where they would be tarnished and polluted? 

Modern day adherents of reincarnation still haven’t handled this objection, but Hinduism would 

say they must go back—the eternal spirit (Brahman or Atman) demands it.  If you were 

Augustine, how would you answer? 

 

How does reincarnation rob life of its moral choices? 

 

 

Questions You Haven’t Had the Chance to Ask Yet 
 

Next Week: A Legacy is Not Enough 

 


