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A Thoroughly Modern 
Congregation:             
1st Corinthians 

Answers from the 1st Century Church to 21st Century Christians, Lesson 3 

How Many Visits? 

Or is Paul counting his letters as “visits?”  He wrote to them from Ephesus (visit 1).  He came to them 
from Ephesus (visit 2).  About to leave from Macedonia to Jerusalem, the problem was still not resolved, 
so he wrote to them again (visit 3).  Scholars are divided.  Paul’s words in Second Corinthians seem to 
plainly indicate a third in-person visit.  How this worked out, we cannot definitively say.  Let’s ask Paul! 

Procedure 
It would be good for the participants to read the verses in 1st Corinthians ahead of time.  Selected verses 

will be read during the course of the class, but not the entire section. 

Be prepared to answer the discussion questions.  Give them some thought. 

The Apostle Paul visited Corinth for the first time on his 
Second Missionary Journey and stayed in the city for 
eighteen months (generally accepted dates: 52-53 A.D.).  
But when (and how many more times) did he visit 
troublesome Corinth?  He wrote First Corinthians 
towards the end of his Third Missionary Journey while in 
Ephesus, where he worked three years. 

 

 
It is also clear that Paul visited Corinth after 
he was driven out of Ephesus.  We are told 
he spends three months in Greece, but the 
itinerary is unclear.  In 2nd Corinthians he 
mentions “This will be my third visit (13.1).” 
Did he make a quick trip to Corinth, where he 
was not well received, go back to Macedonia 
and make one last visit, returning to Macedonia 
to set sail for Jerusalem, slipping assassins? 
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Answers so far! 

Divisions based on Leaders? 

 We follow Christ! 

Access to God through Wisdom or Power? 

 The Cross is God’s wisdom and power! 

Role of the Holy Spirit? 

  

Nature of Leadership in the Church? 

  

The Pastor Isn’t So Special 4.1-21 

We are used to having an educated and trained clergy.  Many churches are.  But there is one non-

Christian gathering that despises the public ministry.  In fact, in their wedding ceremonies, they picture a 

Protestant preacher trying to disrupt the ceremony and the attendees shoo him away, sort of like an 

exorcism.  Can you think of the religious group?  Why would they be so against an organized clergy? 

 

 

 

What if our pastor isn’t the brightest bulb in the box or is a little disorganized? 

 

 

 

What if the pastor is telling us we are starting to go astray in our walk with Jesus? 

 

 

 

Remember our organizational chart of the Christian congregation on earth?  Who is the Lord working 

through to make that possible? 

 

 

Should a pastor’s bark be worse than his bite? 
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We Shouldn’t Be So Narrow-Minded 5.1-13 

What two things were particularly icky about the situation Paul brings up in chapter 5? 

 

 

What possible reasons would there be for the Corinthians to tolerate this?  Can you think of somewhat 

similar (though not as extreme) situations today? 

 

 

 

 

 

Why does Paul refer to the week leading up to Passover (The Festival of Unleavened Bread) in 

connection with this issue?  With which part of the Corinthian congregation would this ring a bell? 

 

 

 

 

The Corinthian hypocrisy shows through in that they exaggerate Paul’s words to mean that they should 

separate themselves from the sexually immoral people in the world.  What would your life be like if you 

only dealt with morally upright people who were free from greed? 

 

 

What is the simple and decisive solution to this problem?  Why? 

 

 

Did Jesus Talk About This? 

When did Jesus speak about different types of workers working for the benefit of God’s kingdom? 

 

When did Jesus speak about issues of human sexuality? 

 


