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A Thoroughly Modern 
Congregation:             
1st Corinthians 

Answers from the 1st Century Church to 21st Century Christians, Lesson 2 

Paul: Early Life 

feet of Gamaliel, the Sanhedrin member who counseled not to persecute the apostles, for if they were 
from God, they would be resisting God himself, not a pleasant prospect. 
Saul is the star student and is advanced rapidly, perhaps because of his work in helping persecute the 
Jerusalem church immediately after Stephen’s death, but also certainly because of his strict adherence 
to the strictest of the codes of the Pharisees. 
Saul shows great initiative in advancing a plan to expand the Jerusalem persecution to other cities in the 
Roman Empire.  He presents it to the High Priest, Caiaphas, and is given the marked honor of leading the 
first expeditionary persecution in Damascus.  This will be the final (and arguably worst) decision 
Caiaphas will make as High Priest. 

Procedure 

It would be good for the participants to read the verses in 1st Corinthians ahead of time.  Selected verses 

will be read during the course of the class, but not the entire section. 

Be prepared to answer the discussion questions.  Give them some thought. 

The Apostle Paul is one of the two pivotal figures 
in the book of Acts (Peter is the other).  Paul (Saul, 
his Hebrew name) appears first in the account of 
the stoning of Stephen.  He is a young man who 
guards the clothes of those who were stoning 
Stephen.  (Even during a religious riot you had to 
watch out for thieves in holy Jerusalem!) 
From the many accounts of his life as he gives us in 
his speeches, we know he was born in Tarsus to a 
pious Jewish family (of the tribe of Benjamin, 
circumcised on the eighth day).  His father must 
have been a naturalized Roman citizen, for Paul 
can claim he was born a Roman.  His dual 
citizenship will stand him in good stead.  The 
young Saul is sent to Jerusalem and studies at the   



2 
 

Answers so far! 

Divisions based on Leaders? 

 We follow Christ! 

Access to God through Wisdom or Power? 

 The Cross is God’s wisdom and power! 

The Role of the Holy Spirit 2.6-16 

The world of the first century was filled with “mystery religions.”  Some were built around the Greek 

myths, such as Orpheus, that with certain rituals and incantations a person could cheat death or Ceres, 

the goddess mother of Persephone who spent half the year in hell and half on earth.  Others developed 

into full-blown religions, such as the worship of Mithras.  Initiates would reenact Mithras killing the bull 

of death and emerging, new-born from the cave.  But the details of these ceremonies were secret and 

initiates were pledged to secrecy. 

Christianity had some commonalities with these mystery religions.  Can you come up with a few? 

 

 

 

What is God’s “secret” revelation?  How do we know about it? 

 

 

 

Paul seems to be saying we have to stick to the very words by which the Holy Spirit has revealed the 

saving truths from God.  Why would that not have been a popular idea in philosophy-loving Greece?  

Why is that not a popular idea in modern America?  Can you give examples? 

 

 

“Who made you judge over us?” the men of Sodom throw in the very fallible Lot’s face (Genesis 19.9).  

What outrageous (substantiated) claim does Paul make?  How does that play out in our lives? 

 

 

 

So, what is the content and method of Christian teaching? 
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Divisions on the Role of Leadership 3.1-23 

Paul started today’s lesson with talk about “the mature.”  How does he prove the immaturity of the 

Corinthians? 

 

 

What is the function of leaders in the church? 

 

 

Can you think of times when that function was abused or misunderstood?  How can that cause divisions 

in the church?  (Hint: think who eats first at the potlucks or where the pastor’s reserved parking spot is.) 

 

 

 

 

Yet Paul seems to elevate his own ministry over that of Apollos!  He laid the foundation!  What is he 

talking about?  Does this give any insight to our discussion on abuses of the function of leaders in the 

church? 

 

 

 

How did the Lord provide? 

 

Taking Jesus out of the picture, which is the organizational structure of the 
visible church?  Why? 
 
 

A  
 
B 

Did Jesus Talk About This? 

When did Jesus speak about secret wisdom revealed by the Spirit? 

 

When did Jesus talk about the function of leadership in the church? 

 


