
IF I SHOULD DIE BEFORE I WAKE 

 

Lesson 2 

Life after Death Exists 

September 23, 2020 

 

Prelude 

Let’s just take a moment to get settle in with the ZOOM features. 

Now let’s take a moment to introduce ourselves.  Any newcomers? 

Was there anything about ZOOM you found irritating?  Anything you found great? 

Any key ideas you remember from last week? 

Introduction 

I was driving around on a Saturday afternoon, trying to get the last of my member/evangelism 

visits done before people were getting ready to do whatever they do on a Saturday night.  I was 

listening to the radio and an interview was on with John Waters.  I didn’t know John Waters 

from Adam, but he wrote and directed the movie and Broadway musical, Hairspray.  So you still 

don’t know who he is, but he is semi-famous in an edgy, counter-culture sort of way.  And he is 

old.  The interviewer broached the topic of death.  John Waters declared he wasn’t afraid of 

death.  After a while Waters opined death was nothing.  The interviewer was uneasy.  You could 

tell it in his voice (and that’s why I remember it).  “But what if there’s something hereafter?” he 

asked Waters.  “Oh, I don’t think that will matter much to me.”  Waters responded.  The 

interviewer wasn’t letting go, “But you know, what they teach.”  Waters chuckled.  “It didn’t 

bother me much before I was born and I’m sure it won’t bother me much after I die.” 

In his mind, there was nothing after death, so what’s the big deal? 
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Discuss 

 

How do movies insinuate there is nothing after death? 

 

 

 

How many TV murders does a child see before they hit seventh grade? 

 

 

How do video games play into this? 

 

 

Key Thought:  

 

_______________ is the end of the character’s involvement with the plot. 

But art (no matter how campy) doesn’t imitate life, does it?  Can you think of some areas where 

it seems death is the solution to getting someone out of the story-line? 

 

 

 

Should the dead have a continuing role in daily life?  What are the pros and cons? 

 

 

 

Where does the philosophical school of materialism fit in to this discussion? 
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Why is it comforting to some people to think that this life is all there is? 

 

 

Why is it frightening to some people (especially to lawyers pursuing death row appeals) that 

this life is all there is? 

 

 

What’s the highest praise a mortician can receive at a funeral? 

 

 

Key Thought:  

 

_______________ is the end of a person’s involvement with daily life. 

Presentation 

 

The Bible has a decidedly different point of view.  It does, however, recognize the existence of 

the argument. 

I also thought, ‘As for men, God tests them so that they may see that they are like the animals.  
Man’s fate is like that of the animals; the same fate awaits them both: As one dies, so dies the 
other.  All have the same breath—man has no advantage over the animal.  Everything is 
meaningless.  All go to the same place; all come from dust, and to dust all return.  Who knows if 
the spirit of man rises upward and if the spirit of the animal goes down into the earth?’ 

Ecclesiastes 3.18-21 
Do you know why Solomon is writing this?  What’s his point? 

 

I had a woman rebut my evangelism presentation with her quoting this verse.  How could I have 

used her own words against her? 
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But the Bible answers the question boldly.  I could have used Solomon’s own words to counter 

her argument. 

The dust returns to the ground it came from, 
and the spirit returns to God who gave it. 

Ecclesiastes 12.7 

Or these passages. 

We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due 
him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. 

2 Corinthians 5.10 

I know that my Redeemer lives, 
and that in the end he will stand upon the earth. 

And after my skin has been destroyed, 
yet in my flesh I will see God; 

I myself will see him 
with my own eyes—I, and not another. 

Job 19.25-27 

I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
Psalm 23.6 

Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life. 
Matthew 25.46 

Looking at these verses, why do you think unbelievers prefer to deny life after death?  Wouldn’t 

it be nice? 

 

 

The same sin hangs on believers, yet there is not that dread of judgment which would make 

them deny life after death.  Why? 

I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 
John 10.10 
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Read John 10.17-21 

Why is denial especially tragic? 

 

 

Can you think of other instances in the Bible that prove there is life after death? 

 

 

 

Key Thought:  

 

There is ____________ after_________________ death! 

In the Rear View Mirror 

 

People often reject life after death because they think it deprecates life before death.  “So this 

life is just a warm-up to heaven?  Then why does a loving make us suffer so much in it if it isn’t 

the real show?”  What is the purpose of our life before death in view of our life after death? 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions You Haven’t Had the Chance to Ask Yet 
 

Next Week: Once Around Is Enough 

 

 


