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A Thoroughly Modern 
Congregation:             
1st Corinthians 

Answers from the 1st Century Church to 21st Century Christians, Lesson 1 

Corinth 

 

Paul in Corinth 

Acts 18 tells the story of Pau’s work in Corinth.  At first he supports himself as a tent maker, in 

partnership with the Christian couple Aquila and his wife, Priscilla.  When his travelling party from 

northern Greece catches up to him, he is able to preach the Gospel full-time, probably because of a 

generous gift from the Philippians. 

After a period of time working in the synagogue, Jewish opposition hardened and Paul was no longer 

welcome.  He moves his operations next door, literally, to the home of Titius Justus, a convert to 

Judaism.  To help matters out, the synagogue president, Crispus, also leaves the synagogue and joins in 

the worship and classes Paul leads.  Many in Corinth believe and are baptized. 

Greece is a land of mountainous peninsulas.  The 
main peninsula divides into one peninsula (Attica) 
which itself has another peninsula, the 
Peloponnese.  Athens controlled the Attic 
peninsula, Corinth the Peloponnesian peninsula.  
Since sailing around the Peloponnese was 
dangerous, cargo was unloaded on the eastern 
side of the Isthmus and carted over the 20 miles 
to the western port city of Corinth, reloaded onto 
boats and shipped westward, to Rome. 
Think of the Panama Canal without the Canal.  
Corinth was a riotous sea port, notable for its 
vices even in the ancient world.  “Not for every 
man is a trip to Corinth” the old adage went.  
After 146 B.C., when Rome conquered Corinth 
and crucified all its inhabitants, Corinth was a 
stable and prosperous cog in the Roman Empire. 

 



2 
 

In keeping with the Lord’s promise to Paul in a dream, he is able to spend a year and a half in Corinth, 

free from attacks, save for a time when the new synagogue ruler, Sosthenes, among others, tried to 

bring Paul up before the Roman proconsul, Gallio, on charges of inciting illegal worship.  Gallio threw the 

case out—what did Rome care about how the Jews worshipped?  In a fit of anger the Jews turn on 

Sosthenes and beat him up right in Gallio’s courtroom and “he showed no concern whatever.” 

Acts 20 tells us Paul made a return visit to the Greek churches, including Corinth, on this Third 

Missionary Journey.  That part of his journey lasted three months. 

Procedure 

It would be good for the participants to read the verses in 1st Corinthians ahead of time.  Selected verses 

will be read during the course of the class, but not the entire section. 

Be prepared to answer the discussion questions.  Give them some thought. 

Trailblazer Divisions 1.4-17 

What were the apparent divisions in the congregation at Corinth? 

 

 

Identify the “leading stars” of the divisions.  If you need help for Apollos, see Acts 18.24-28 

 

 

Who is the pastor in your past whom you remember the most?  Did he have some “quirks” or special 

traditions he followed (—in a good way!)?  How could the “next guy in the pulpit” have trouble because 

of him?  How could the “next church” you belonged to have trouble because of you? 

 

 

 

How might this problem be exacerbated if the pastor was the Trailblazer, the first one to…? 

 

 

Paul gives an incomplete answer at this point—he is going to return to it explicitly in our material for 

next week, just as it will crop up throughout the letter.  What does his answer seem to be? 

 

 

What is the problem with any Trailblazer? 
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Christ the Wisdom and Power of God 1.18-2.5 

The goal of religion is to find an approach to God, however God is defined to be. 

The Greeks thought that approach to God was through ______________. 

The Jews thought that approach to God was through ________________. 

Those who displayed these manifestations could show their followers how to get to heaven, however 

that was defined to be. 

Why did the cross of Christ not answer any of the qualifications set down by the Greeks or Jews? 

 

 

 

What does the cross of Christ give that wisdom and miracles do not? 

 

 

How can “wisdom” cause divisions in a 21st century church that weaken faith?  Why is this “wisdom” 

especially attractive to Christians? 

 

 

Paul gives a complete answer to this problem in Corinth.  What is it? 

 

 

 

Did Jesus Talk About This? 

Throughout our study we will come up against the objection that Jesus’ disciples went farther (Epistles) 

than he did (Gospels).  Are they handing down what Jesus said and did or are they winging it? 

Can you think of times Jesus addressed divisions among his disciples which would be applicable to a 

larger group of Christians? 

 

 

Can you think of times when Jesus addressed God’s wisdom opposed to the worlds’ foolishness? 

 


