
1 
 

 

A Thoroughly Modern 
Congregation:             
1st Corinthians 

Answers from the 1st Century Church to 21st Century Christians, Lesson 4 

O Tempora, O Mores!  (Oh, the times!  Oh, the morality!)…Cicero 

 
 
 

 
 

Herm of 
Demosthenes 

The ancient Greek and Roman world was a moral cesspool.  From the top to the 
bottom, society was sexually perverted.  Plato’s Republic starts with some of his 
followers asking Socrates to attend a dinner party.  He replies he is beat—he doesn’t 
want to go.  They tell him there will be young men there.  He changes his mind. 
Julius Caesar’s announcement that he was divorcing his second wife, Pompeia, “The 
wife of Caesar must be above suspicion, was met with general merriment by the 
nobility.  Earlier in his career, Caesar had served as an envoy to the King of Bithynia.  
Before the king died, he willed his kingdom to the Roman state.  The reason was 
crystal clear to the Roman wags—since Caesar was his wife, he left it to her him! 
Caesar Augustus had to decree Roman nobles above a certain age must marry or be 
fined.  He feared with all the indecency going on, a new generation of Roman 
leaders would not be procreated! 
Even our idea of Roman art has been sanitized.  We turn a bashful eye away from 
the nude statues, claiming they are priceless masterpieces, high art.  But you 
wouldn’t place funerary statuary in that category.  The Roman busts that we see of 
Cicero and Pompey, the heads were placed upon a pillar with the male genitals 
attached.  Of all the things to put on memorial statuary, they insisted that their junk 
take front and center. 
Christianity offered a starkly different view of the human condition. 

Procedure 
It would be good for the participants to read the verses in 1st Corinthians ahead of time.  Selected verses 

will be read during the course of the class, but not the entire section. 

Be prepared to answer the discussion questions.  Give them some thought. 

Answers so far! 

Divisions based on Leaders? 

 We follow Christ! 
Access to God through Wisdom or Power? 

 The Cross is God’s wisdom and power! 

Role of the Holy Spirit? 

 Reveals the Gospel. 
Nature of Leadership in the Church? 

 Leaders serve the believers. 
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The special role of the pastor. 

 He brings us God’s Word 

The purpose of discipline 

 Turn souls from sin. 

 

I Demand My Rights! 6.1-11 

The first thing we do, let’s kill all the lawyers! 

Henry VI, Part 2, iv.2 

Those who argue cases in court have never enjoyed a good reputation.  From recent events which have 

reminded us of our judicial system’s rules, a defendant is entitled to a spirited defense, lawyers cannot 

willingly lie to the court.  That’s about it.  The truth can be bent, facts can be cherry-picked, events taken 

out of context, exaggerations and emotional appeals permitted.  And both sides can split hairs over the 

meaning of words.  No wonder the word in Greek for a school of philosopher/lawyers (Sophists) has 

come down to us as disdained sophistry!  Oh, and the Greeks thought so, too! 

Why would it be a black eye to Christianity to have members of the same Christian congregation in 

Corinth to go to court against each other?  Didn’t they have a right to receive justice? 

 

 

 

 

Paul says Christians are to judge the world and to even judge angels.  I thought Jesus was the judge of 

the living and the dead.  What is going on here?  (Hint: Philippians 2.10-11) 

 

 

 

Why does Paul drag their backgrounds (and what a cast of characters they have been!) into the 

discussion? 

 

 

 

Look for Gospel motivation.  Christians act, not because they HAVE TO, but because God’s love has 

created the desire in them to WANT TO.  Where do you see that Gospel motivation in Paul’s words? 

 

So I shouldn’t file a claim when Gertrude Steinerstein backed into my car in the church parking lot last 

Sunday? 



3 
 

The Sexual Revolution 6.12-20 

How would “everything is permissible for me” open a floodgate to sexual promiscuity in Corinth?  But it 

is a true statement!  A Christian is free from law.  What also has to be kept in mind? 

 

 

 

What view of the body does promiscuity promote?  How is that diametrically opposed to Christianity? 

 

 

Scars mark damage.  What scars do the sexually immoral carry away in their bodies? 

 

 

How do sexual relations before marriage threaten each individual and also threaten their marriage (if 

they get married)? 

 

 

Should I Be Married? 7 

What is one reason people should get married and how does that carry through their years together? 

 

 

What recourse does Christian couple a divorcing for an unscriptural reason have?  And what is a 

scriptural reason for divorce Paul introduces?  Can you come up with modern equivalents? 

 

 

 

Why would it be better “because of the present crisis” to remain unmarried?  Could you think of modern 

equivalents?  Where would that leave the fiancé if the crisis went on for years?  What solution does Paul 

suggest? 
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Did Jesus Talk About This? 

Paul admits Jesus did not talk about postponing weddings (7.25).  But Jesus did speak about divorce.  

Can you remember his words and how Paul accurately repeats them? 

 

 

When did Jesus say something about a believer being voluntarily wronged?  How did he show that in his 

life? 

 


