
IF I SHOULD DIE BEFORE I WAKE 

 

Lesson 1 

Death Is NOT a Part of Life 

September 16, 2020 

 

Prelude 

Let’s just take a moment to get settle in with the ZOOM features. 

Now let’s take a moment to introduce ourselves. 

Introduction 

I was shocked when I was teaching music in the school’s Bible Camp this June.  The song was 

talking about the resurrection.  A little girl, cute as a bug’s ear, looked like she had just bitten 

into a sour apple.  “What’s wrong?” I asked.  I don’t remember her exact words, but they were 

something to the effect that she thought the idea of the resurrection made no sense.  I tried to 

talk up life after death, but then I reconsidered.  This was music class and my time was running 

short.  I asked if she had two grandmas, and it turned out one had died.  “Don’t you believe 

your Grandma is in heaven?” I asked. 

“I have another Grandma,” she replied. 

Cold.  But that’s the way people view death.  It is a part of life and life goes on.  The good news 

is the little girl is enrolled in our school and regularly gets instruction in the Bible.  I know she 

believes in Jesus now and she has heard, more than a few times, about life eternal! 

Discuss 

How is injury the equivalent of death in the realm of professional sports? 
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What do the commentators do when there is an injury on the field?  What if it is a particularly 

gruesome injury? 

 

 

How does the viewing audience feel for the fallen athlete?  For how long?  Why? 

 

 

Why don’t they outlaw injuries in professional sports? 

 

 

 

 

Key Thought:  

 

____________________ are part of the game! 

Is this a fitting comparison to what we see in daily life?  Do Americans view death as a part of 

life? 

What are the two certainties in life? 

 

Are there other areas in modern life where the idea that death is a part of life crop up?  Is that 

good or bad? 

 

 

 

 

How does the theory of evolution fit in to this discussion? 
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How is our reaction to the death of others quite similar to the viewing audience’s reaction to a 

sports injury? 

 

Who are the “death commentators” in real life? 

 

What is the general feeling after a death has occurred? 

 

 

Key Thought:  

 

____________________ is a part of living! 

 

But what if you are the one who is dying? 

Presentation 

The Bible sets forth a radical has a radical  

I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit 

with seed in it.  They will be yours for food.  And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of 

the air and all the creatures that move on the ground—everything that has the breath of life in 

it—I give every green plant for food.  And it was so.  God saw all that he had made, and it was 

very good. 

Genesis 1.28-31 

The Lord God formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the 

breath of life, and the man became a living being. 

Genesis 2.7 

What is the definition of life?  How do you know someone is alive? 

 

 

What did the carnivores eat? 
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What is the point of these verses? 

 

 

What would life be like if there were no death? 

 

 

Just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death 

came to all men, because all sinned. 

Romans 5.12 

Why is death in the world?  Is this a positive or negative force? 

 

 

How could all sin?  What is the proof of Original Sin?  (Look a little farther in Romans 5) 

 

 

I am the Way and the Truth and the Life. 

John 14.6 

How is death undone already in this life? 

 

 

How did Jesu show he had the power over death? 
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For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.  But each in his own turn: Christ, the 

firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him.  Then the end will come, when he 

hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and 

power.  For he must reign until he has put his enemies under his feet.  The last enemy to be 

destroyed is death. 

1 Corinthians 15.22-25 

If death is a part of life, what must be in heaven? 

 

What, obviously, is not part of heaven? 

 

Key Thought:  

 

_______________ is ____________ part of life! 

In the Rear View Mirror 

 

In the City of God, Saint Augustine remarked one of the fearful things about death was (and I 

was thinking, the fear of the unknown, the fear of a painful death, the sinful human nature’s 

fear of extinction) was the unnaturalness of soul separated from body.  How is he showing 

death is not a part of life? 

 

What should our attitude towards death be?  How can that attitude display itself in our lives? 

 

 

Questions You Haven’t Had the Chance to Ask Yet 
 

Next Week: Life After Death Exists 

 


